
Interview: 

 

Mr. Akio Komatsu is President of the Human, Nature and Science Institute Foundation 

in Japan which is working for the creation of "wa"(harmony/peace) culture. 

 

Q1:  Mr. Komatsu, you have been working for international peace for some twenty 

years.  What caused you to work for this goal, not as a politician or a social activist, but 

as a businessman? 

 

A1:  After graduating from a technical high school, I worked for eight years developing 

agricultural machinery.  By using deductive, dialectical and inductive methods, I 

learned how to proceed from inspiration to reality.  But my company went bankrupt 

when I was twenty-six, which caused me to re-evaluate my life.  I took a month to sit in 

Zen meditation and realized that only thing we human beings can be sure of in life is 

our ultimate death.   In contemplation my thinking turned toward how to design my 

life, face my death and ask myself what I would leave behind when I'm gone.  After 

that, for two years in Osaka I practiced small business, and then went back to Shimane.  

Shimane is well known in Korea as the prefecture where the observance of Takeshima 

Day originated.  There, with my brother, I started a pump-repairing and electrical 

parts assembling plant.   With our family-company of thirty workers we tried to catch 

up with and surpass the only electric control-distribution board company in our area. 

When I was thirty-two I took my first trip abroad and visited Korea, which was then 

under martial law.  While sharing a taxi at night, I got into some trouble because of my 

Japanese nationality.  Later on  I had occasion to attend a lecture by Mr. Osamu 

Kaibara, a military affairs analyst, and there I learned about the events he described 

as " the murder of Empress Myeongseong and the Seven Major Deprivations."  These 

two events have had huge influence on my life ever since.   

Having the changes in infrastructures in our society as the fair wind for our business 

and various social problems we could cope with as resourses for our enterprise, we 

started two kinds of environment-friendly business of sheet shutter "Monban" 

(gatekeeper) and integrated water control system"'Yakumo Suishin" (water god of 

Yakumo), using our manpower, funds and high technology. 

We have developed two differnt markets for our products and made them into name-

brand items, using the profits for the education of  our employees and activities of our 

institute. 

 



Q2:  The Human, Nature and Science Institute Foundation has been the center of your 

peace-making activities.  Tell us what are the purposes of your foundation, its activities 

in general and some examples of your success. 

 

A2:  In 1988 I realized that the day would come when human knowledge/wisdom would 

enable us to improve human societies, and I started "Chikaku-juku" (a school for wise 

innovations).  Then in 1994 I established the Human, Nature and Science Institute 

Foundation in order for us Japaneae whose diginity as human beings had been 

questioned by our neighbors to be able to pave the road toward our 

reconciliation ,cooperation, friendship and better future. 

After three years of preparation, I visited the Independence Memorial Hall inthe 

Republic of  Korea in 1997 to express apologies, offer flowers, donate money and offer a 

prospectus  looking toward a brighter future.  I wanted to be the first Japanese to do 

this.  After that, I continued my official and research visits to various war and peace 

museums in Korea, China, the U.S.A., Russia and Europe.   In addition to publishing 

books about the three great men of water controling in my home town, named Suto 

Yahee, Kiyohara Tahee, Ookaji Shichibee in the forms of novels, children's stories and 

cartoons, we held memorial symposums to throw light on their virtues.  I also made an 

official visit to  a memorial hall dedicated to the United Front in Shandong Province, 

China, where  Japanese soldiors from both Shimane and Tottori Prefectures had 

caused Chinese people a period of terrible suffering  before they got defeated 

completely by Chinese toward the end of the Second Sino-Japanese War.  There I was 

able to donate some money and make floral contribution along with distributing  my 

prospectus concerning the institute.  To commemorate the 30th anniversary of the 

normalization of diplomatic ties between Japan and China, we made four bronze 

statues of Confucius, Mencius, Suto Yahee and Kiyohara Tahee in Dongying, China.  

The statues of both Confucius and Mencius were erected in the Enchoen Garden in 

Tottori Prefecture, the largest Chinese style garden in Japan.  We also helped place 

marble statues of Baxians and Xiwangmu there who are said to be the original 

inspiration for the Seven Deities of Good Fortune.  Dongying City in China, Suntzu's 

hometown, found  my activities valuable and presented me with a bronze statue of 

Suntzu.  It is also standing in the same park in Japan.  When the Seoul branch office of 

our company was opened, I learned of the great canal construction taking place in 

Korea.  I then decided to publish cartoon stories in Korean language of the three great 

men of river management and flood control with the support of Prof. Kim Hyeoncheol.   

A Korean newspaper, The Kukmin Ilbo, did a special feature story on the three grat 



men, and one can read the cartoon stories and the newspaper article while riding on 

the  ferry that travels between Vladivostok, Donghae and Sakaiminato.  In 1998, to 

commemorate the completion of our main factory, we donated 123 volumes of Chuanshi 

Cangshu to Shimane University, and in 1999 we published Izumo--A Country of the 

Sun intending to introduce the theory of HNSI.  In 2002 we issued The Analects of 

Confuciou in Japanese, Chinese and English, and in 2008 issued The Chinese Classic 

Quotations in Chinese, Japanese, Korean and English. Next, in 2011 we published 

Missions of the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese Archipelago.   In addition, we held 

some international symposiums and video-recorded our activities in an effort to 

prepare what we hoped to be an "empathy platform"  from which "wa (harmony/peace) 

culture" might be launched, embodying a process for confronting problems, unification 

and development. These are probably the reasons why I am considered as a peace 

activist. 

 

Q3:  I have an impression that you have improved and deepened your long-time peace 

activities by moving toward actions centered on the idea of "wa"(harmony).  

"Peace'"and "harmony" are similar in meaning, yet you seem to emphasize the idea of 

harmony.  I'd like very much to know your reasons.  

 

A3:  I believe that most of the manmade systems are now at the point where they are 

disintegrating, and under the influence of systems of nuclear deterrence are devolving 

into  chain reactions  of  mistrust.  This mistrust is triggered by world-wide financial 

insecurity. 

I have tried, mainly in Northeast Asia, to create an environment and a process of 

harmonious action where cycles of confrontation, unification and development take 

place with the conscious encouragement of mutual trust.   In my efforts to prepare a 

common platform based on empathty, I try through my business and the activitities of 

the HNSI to encourage harmony at various levels of human activity.  

One might look at it this way:  Man first made use of fire.  Over time fire was  

developed into gunpowder, dynamite and finally nuclear bombs which utterly destroyed 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  After the Cold War, we have so many countries who posess 

or are eager to posess nuclear weapons--and that in addition to the three so-called 

nuclear powers, U.S., Russia and China.  Besides, nuclear power plants all over the 

world are now being severely questioned due to the accidents of Three Mile Island, 

Chernobyl and Fukushima.  Whether they are already in operation, under construction 

or in the planning stage, they are subject to doubt and criticism. 



The development of communication has now brought about a shrinking world through 

information sharing; the inventions of letters, the printing machines, smartphones, 

tablet-type devices and cloud computing systems.   We have reached the point of no 

return and are now all dependent on each other through the international labor divisin 

in the basic industries of food, clothing and housing. 

It is my dream to build a stage of empathy for man's evolution for the first time in 

history in the Japanese Archipelago and the Korean Peninsula, the place where the 

three nuclear superpowers meet.  I believe this can be done by learning from American 

smart power,  Chinese hexie (harmony), Korean hwajaeng (harmony) and Japanese 

wajoo (harmony).  Our wisdom, intelligence, courage and capacity for achievement will 

continually be tested through this.  

 

Q4:  Generally speaking,  "harmony" is the most universal virtue of man in Confucian 

and Buddhist countries.  The concept is very familiar because it is deeply present in 

daily life and absorbed from childhood.  Will you please  explain clearly in more detail 

the  "wa "(harmony) culture in Japan? 

 

A4:  Emanuel Kant said:  "The natural state among human beings living together is a 

stage of war.  Therefore, you should create the state of peace."  I think it is a highly 

suggestive comment.  My opinion is that "wa" (peace/harmony) is a cyclical process of 

confrontation, unification and development which takes place on the platform of "hei " 

(empathy/negotiation and agreement).  It does not imply a static situation but of an 

expanding spiral-shaped movement, the origin of which is in the middle course of 

mutual negotiation and agreement. 

Kobo Daishi (Master Kukai) was a genius who introduced esoteric Buddhism into 

Japan some 1100 years ago.  He built a three-dimensional mandala in the Kodo Hall of 

Toji Temple in Kyoto.  When I saw the mandala, I realized that "man is a being of 

diversity who can be the worst devil or the best angel, according to the environment in 

which he is placed."  Then it dawned on me that the Japanese Archipelago and the 

Korean Peninsula, surrounded by the three nuclear superpowers, is the most ideal area 

for us to create "harmony culture" for the world for the first time in histtory.  If we can 

make the best use of the time and space we are placed in we have the best opportunity 

to pave the road to that state which can enables our mutual communication beyond our 

conflicts.  Then we could solve most problems logically and draw the images of our 

dreams. 

 



Q5:  You pointed out clearly in the project plan of the HNS Institute that the present 

situation man faces gives us an opportunity to create and make the best use of a   

"harmony culture" by using confrontations to bring forth a new, more creative kind of 

development in human societies.   I think both your analysis and your prescriptions are 

correct, and want to hear from you more about specific plans to make a "harmony 

culture" a living reality for a new evolution of human society.   

 

A5:  "Joined together, you will win; scattered, you will lose.  It is a universal truth." 

"The buds of decline open up at the peak of prosperity, and the buds of prosperity open 

up at the peak of decline." 

There are about forty-thousand Koreans with a permanent resident visa living in 

Japan.  Some of them have lived long-term in Japan and hold a grudge against 

Japanese,  others have accepted their fate and seemingly indifferent.   Some enjoy their 

great success in life, and still some others are going to go out into the world.  Now I 

firmly believe that the time has come when we Japanese have to go hand in hand with 

them and the peoples of both South and North Koreas to create a world-wide 

"harmony/peace cultuure" with the understanding and support of China, Russia and 

the United States.  The gateways to the project should be in Okinawa, the Senkaku 

Islands, the Tauwan Straits, the Dokdo/Takeshima Islands and the surrounding Sea of 

Japan/East Sea, and the Northern Territories.  Yes, the time has come. 

Along with the problems of nuclear waste the solution of which is not yet known to us, 

failure to solve these territorial disputes might cause the annihilation of mankind, the 

worst sinthat would ever be committed in history. 

 

Q6:  You have just mentioned Okinawa, the Senkaku Islands, Taiwan Straits, the 

Dokdo Islands and the surrounding Sea of Japan as a part of a "harmony/peace 

culture" zone around Japan.  I am afraid your statement may  easily cause a 

misunderstanding that yours is a Japan-centered notion and that such a 

"harmony/peace culture" is advocated for the sake of Japan.  What do youthink about 

that? 

 

A6:   I'm sure many people would ask that.  What I would say is that such a  

"harmony/peace culture" could not and must not be a Japan-centered, or centered on 

any other singular national interest.  Okinawa (as Ryukyu) was first annexed to Japan 

at the time of the Meiji Restoration and became Okinawa Prefecture.  After the Pacific 

War it was governed by the U.S. and served as the frontline bases during the Korean 



War and the Vietnam War.  After the return of administrative rights to Japan, it has 

also been tightly related to war-peace issues as one of the main military bases of the 

Western bloc and serves as such whenever wars take place such as the Middle East 

wars of the present. 

However, even though the problems  Japan faces such as the Senkaku Islands, the 

Taiwan Straits, the Northern Territories, the Dokdo/Takeshima Islands and the 

surrounding Sea of Japan jurisdictions, plus the problems between South and North 

Koreas over the Korean Peninsular all heighten the  international tensions, they 

provide at the same time many opportunities for not only related countries but also 

every one of us who holds  a world-wide view of the history of  mankind to help open 

the gate for the future. 

The world is now facing serious problems of financial and economic deadlock, nuclear 

proliferation, radioactive contamination, domestic and international disputes, suicide, 

increasing susceptability to diseases and spread of cancer  caused by increasing drug-

resistant viruses and weakening immunity.  With these problems as our background, 

Japan has also been criticized severely by Korea, China and other Asian countries for 

our historical conducts in the past.  In my effort to fulfill my responsibility as a 

Japanese for war and colonization, I organized some groups and visited those counties 

to express our appology as partial compensation.   I have also attempted to study the 

cause-and-effect relationships and the backgrounds of those tragedies.  I have been 

doing this for twenty years in order to prepare a platform for"harmony/peace culture" 

to begin to grow and bloom.  

 

Q7:   The tragic history of Okinawa and the enforced suffering of the people was, first 

of all, the results of Japan's barbarous acts.  History also tells us that the dispute over 

the Dokdo Islands is the result of unreasonable and unjust Japanese expansionism.  If 

Japan had not invaded the Korean Peninsula, there would not have been any reason 

for them to have fallen into Japanese jurisdiction.  Mr. Komatsu, I would like to ask 

you, on this occasion, your specific standpoints concerning this matter. 

 

A7:  The world is now entering a difficult age of mutual distrust  caused by the 

collapsed value of "trust."  I would like to believe that Japan, South and North Koreas 

are wise enough to settle the problems of the Dokdo/Takeshima Islands and the 

naming of the Sea of Japan/East Sea in some friendly and peaceful manner and make 

these cases as model examples of peaceful and wise solution for other disputed areas in 

the world.  It is a  time when we are all being tested, and when Japanese and Koreans 



might provide the world with a model for peaceable problem-solving which would bring 

the world renewed hope and courage.  I feel that it is our duty to do so because Japan, 

and South and North Koreas are destined to coexist.  I strongly believe that as  citizens 

of these three nations, we can and must create opportunities to discuss these issuess 

openly. 

Both Japanese and Koreans often use the word "indigenous territories," but I have a  

somewhat different idea as to the meaning of this phrase.  The concept of "national 

territory" was born only after the birth of "nations. "   "National territories" are to be 

settled by talks and negotiations between the related nations considering the past 

history, present situation and future prospect.  This process helps the people deepen 

their insights.  I do not believe in "indigenous" territories of any nation in theworld. 

When Shimane Prefecture, my home and the land of our main factory, planned to  

memorialize the "Takeshima Day,"  I supported the idea after long and careful 

consideration.  I felt confident that the time had come to create a local example of 

"harmony/peace culture", whereby cycles of constructive confrontation, unification and 

development  would combine the energies of opposition into a unified state of 

"empathy" and understanding.  To do so, we must put on the table all the problems  

including hitory, Dokdo/Takeshima, the naming of the sea, and so forth, making the 

best use of technology, timing and the chances. 

 

Q8:  You mentioned building an 'International Peace Center' in the island of tragedy of 

Okinawa, including such facilities as a 'Momorial Tower' where the names of all the 

victims of modern wars would be listed, and a 'World Memorial Hall of War and Peace,' 

where war-and-peace related pictures and videos are shown. You also mentiond 

building a 'Harmony Palace' which solicits those who have worked for world peace to 

publicize their deeds, sponsors the 'Olympics of Harmony/Peace Culture,' etc.  I think 

they are very unique ideas and they would certainly give a great impact on people and 

would strongly influence world peace making efforts.  The imortant thing is how to 

actualize sucha huge undertaking.  Do you have specific plans in mind? 

 

A8:  Okinawa has two differnt aspects--as an  island of tragedies, and as a huge 

military base which brings more tragedy to the world.  Building organizations of 

wisdom and nonviolence on this island opens new opportunities for the future not only 

for Japanese and Americans but also for the people worldwide.  I believe the plan will 

be accepted and supported by millions of peace-minded people world over. 

It might be a good idea to start with dialogues between Japanese and Koreans in Japan.   



If a group of people organaized with the purpose of  not giving priority to national 

interests, but would concentrate on the interests of mankind,  that would  attract a 

flow of manpower, material and money in the interests of human future and eventually 

a cycle of peaceful development would ensure.   "Creation from Zero" would teach that 

families, companies, nations, all human societies in essence  have the same value 

nowadays, and the abilities for making peace the key element for sustainable societies 

in the 21st century.     I also once heard an anecdote that applies:  Somebody is said to 

have told Napoleon, "There is a kingdom where, instead of weapons, people have harps 

called 'shamisen'. " --to which he answered:    " Next time, I would like to be born in 

that country."  People in Okinawa still use the expression, "If you meet somebody, he is 

already your brother."  That is the base of true harmony. 

When I gave a lecture in the Hague, Dr. Peter van den Dungen, General Coordinator of 

the International Network of Museums for Peace(INNP), introduced me to a plan to 

build a memorial hall for Ms. Bertha von Suttner who once served as a secretary to 

Alfred Nobel and the first woman in history to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  I 

suggested to build a memorial hall in Okinawa,  and am now  going to make a  

tentative plan for him.  At the same time, I am  consulting with related people because 

I would like to build a portrait bust of  her and made to exibit as part of a Suttner 

exibition in Okinawa. 

I am sure the project would be supported not only by the three nuclear superpowers--

the U.S., Russia and China--but also women and by men, children,men  throughout the 

world.  I hope to see that a small current like this will someday become a stream of 

efforts toward building"harmony cultures"  that will prevail  everywhere in the Korean 

Peninsula, the Japanese Archipelago and the entire world. 

 

Q9:  It seems  that when you talk about the creation of "harmony cultures" you first put 

more emphasis on the Korean Peninsula, Japan and China rather than on the 

mankind as a whole.  It is, I think, very natural for you to do so.  Right now, the 

territorial and historical issues in this area have been enmeshed in so much 

confrontation that even a man as wise as King Solomon could not cut the Gordian Knot 

of anger and resentment.  Between Korea and Japan we have the issues of Dokdo, 

comfort women, impressment and forcrd labor, and the returning of Korea's cultural 

assets, aswell ws issues between China and Japan over territory and reparations from 

the Sino-Japanese War.  Most important for the establishment of harmonious relations  

should be Japan's apology and the legal and human compensations following.  However, 

sixty-seven years after the end of the war, the Japan  is unwilling to admit the cruel 



crimes and evil actions  commited.  On the contrary, she tries to avoid making heartfelt  

apologies for them. 

As you know,  even if we have difficult troubles and strong conflicts, we can make peace 

with each other, thereby clarifying what is right and what is wrong, and apologizing for 

faults and asking for forgiveness.  The apology of Japan and the Japanese people for 

the offences in the past, and the compensations for them, would almost immediatly 

bring forth abundant "wa" like abundant hot-springs seen all over Japan.   It would 

give an epoch-making momentum to the creation of "harmony culture"  throughout the 

Northeast Asia and also in other areas in the world.  Don't you agree? 

 

A9:  I fully agree with you.  As an offspring of  the generation in Japan which brought 

about serious misfortunes to the world, I have visited many countries on my "apology 

tours" as the first step to fulfill my post-war responsibilities.  If you put all the 

historical problems in this geographical area at one table, it will make a huge pyle of 

disasters before which the members of the Six-Party Talks would not be able to do 

anything but sigh in anger and regret.  

I define these piling problems as "ka"(misfortune).  An old saying tells us that fortune 

and misfortune are next-door neighbors.  Another says, "Your misfortune can be turned 

into your fortun."  I divide the responsibilities for our problems into three categories; 

pre-war, mid-war and post-war.  It is my strong belief that if we make the best use of 

technological developments in our efforts to fulfill our responsibilities, the misfortunes 

can be turned into "fuku" (fortune) which is the very essence of  "wa " (harmony/peace).  

We now have big issues of Dokdo/Takeshima,  naming of the Japan Sea/East Sea, 

sexual enslavement of Korean women.   All of them could  serve as ways to begin this 

peace-making project. 

On February 22, 2011, Takeshima Day, a book titled The Mission of the Korean 

Peninsula and the Japanese Archipelago was published.   In it I described 

a shocking experience I had on my trip to Korea in May of 2008.  In fron ot the 

Japanese Embassy in Seoul I witnessed some former comfort women who were over 

eighty years old, still standing in protest against Japan and the Japanese government.  

The atmosphere and the continuity of their protests left a strong impression.  They had 

visited there to protest over one thousand times.  Meantime, a statue of a Korean girl 

was built there and two monuments were also built in the United states.  They say 

they are going to build more monuments in the years to come.  It dawned on me that 

the Japanese as well as Koreans must deal with this problem most sensitively, wisely 

and bravely because, in its very nature, it is so basic being human that, if not properly 



faced, it could trigger the fall of both nations.   These women went through tremendous 

sufferings during the Second World War, deprived of their human dignity.  If we 

Japanese and Koreans had had the self-awareness of common humanity, we could not 

possibly have been indifferent to their pain for so many years.   We must restore their 

human dignity. 

As I said before, we can divide war responsibilities into three categories:    

Responsibilities before, during and after war.  First comes the failure to prevent  war.  

Those who were children during the war do not have responsibilities  before or during 

the wars, but must assume some responsibility after the war is ended and they have 

grown up.  They are not exempted from their duty to work for  solutions of 

international problems such as deep-seated resentment, hatred, and desire for revenge. 

while at the same time they benefit from social structures built before the war. 

Postwar responsibility consists of  researching background and causes,  battlefield 

events, and various problems in the present societies by making the best use of  

knowledge in order to prevent another war.   Then permanent peace would be possible.  

This is the obligation for not only of Japanese but also of  Koreans now living in 

prosperous Korea, for the sake of all future generations, and for mankind .  The issues 

of appology and compensation are all parts of the same huge problem. 

 

Q10:  In relation to "harmony culture,"  you expressed your concern about nuclear 

radiation and emphasized the importance of consuming fermented food in order to 

increase natural immunity against radioactive effects caused by the Fukushima 

accidents.  You say the HNS Institute will try to combine advanced science and 

information technology in an effort to develop and lead "fermented food culture."   Will 

you give us specific evidence that fermented food increases immune strength.  Also, 

what do you mean by  leading "culture of fermentation?" 

 

A10:  A key to increasing immune strength is in the culture itself:  the establishment of 

universal values of living, a social system which allows the formation of healthful 

eating habbits.  In other words, all this is in in the concept of  "wa (harmony/peace) 

culture" which I have been advocating. 

Mr. Junichi Ohba, one of my wife's old friends in Japan,  represents a network called 

"One Peaceful World" which was began by Mr. Michio Kushi in Boston, Massachusetts.  

He has become world-famous as the leader of the macrobiotic movement.  Mr. Ohba 

once introduced me to a book titled Concentric Circles of Death-- Records of a Doctor 

Who Survived  the Nagasaki A-Bomb.  When the bomb was dropped the doctor was in a 



hospital only 1.8 kms from the hypocenter.  Nevertheless, none of the patients or the 

staff of the hospital have died of radiation sickness.  The doctor instructed the staff to 

eat "salty miso-soup"--everyone, everyday.   The doctor's book was translated into 

English and sold in Europe and America.  I heard that the book sold like" hot cakes" in 

Europe after the Chernobyl accident.   

Miso is, as you know, made from fermented soybeans.  Fermented foods like kimuchi, 

miso and soy sauce have been handed down from generation to generation as traditions 

on the Korean Peninsula and throughout the  Japanese Archipelago , where claimate is 

suited to fermentation.  I think it is possible for us to make our countries of "culture of 

fermentation" one of the most forward-looking areas for advocating fermented foods in 

order to strengthen immune systems which is indispensable for the development of 

mankind.  To do so, we will need to make the best use of high technology, wisdom from 

traditions, and combined energies for confrontation and unification while we carry on 

our reserch and development in our efforts to start up new businesses. 

By renewing their records at the women's figure skating contest of 2010 Vancouver 

Olympics, both Kim Yu-na and Mao Asada gave us renewed hope and encouragement.  

They gave us a good example of combining energies of confrontation and unification.  

 

Q11   The HNS Institute has proposed building the 'Sea of Japa/East Sea marine farm 

around the Takeshima/Dokdo Islands in order to prepare for the global food shortage 

and erect statues of women and children of the nations involved in the Korean War,  

including Japan, all dressed in national costumes.  The purpose of the project is to 

make the area of conflicts a birthplace of a peace culture.  But that idea also arouses 

suspicion that you yourself might think that the Dokdo Islands belong to Japan after 

all.  If that is true, our understanding of what you are doing  would be deeply impaired.  

Would you please make yourself clear on this point. 

 

A11  In 1999 we suggested erecting  a group of statues  of children and women of the 

countries involved in the Korean War including Japan. All were to be wearing their 

national costumes, in order to make the islands an international gateway to the 

peaceful future of mankind.  Then in 2002 we suggested changing the name of the 

Japan Sea/East Sea to "the Middle Sea," but that suggestion has been ignored. 

The anti-Japanese movement--one of the most difficult international problems to cope 

with--broke out in Shanghai when the issues of Dokdo/Takeshima Island and the 

Japanese Prime Minister visiting Yasukuni Shrine were raised. Then the three 

territorial issues (Takeshima/Dokdo, Senkaku Island and the Norther Territories) 



became more complicated.  Both Japan and the Republic of Korea enjoy present 

prosperity as members of the Western bloc, while the people of the DPRK, as I 

understand it, have been going through tremendous difficulties, despite the fact that 

they are brothers and sisters to the people of  the ROK and more or less victims of the 

war for which Japan was responsible. 

We now live in related countries, I believe, and have post-war responsibilities to solve 

our problems, not only for the sake of all the related people but also for those who will 

come after us.  The biggest problem is that none of these issues is Takeshima/Dokdo 

and the naming of the  Sea of Japan/East Sea is that they are not discussed openly in 

public meetings.  The same thing can be said about other issues of conflict.  I believe 

that if we had open discussions, the result would naturaly be favorable to all concerned. 

 

Q12   On May 3, you visited the Hague in the Netherlands, and offered flowers and 

presented Lee Jun's Memorial Hall with a replica of An Jung-gun's  calligraphy 

honoring "Independence."  I understand that you are the first Japanese to make an 

official visit to the museum.  There must be some special impulses and  meanings for 

you to do so.  Would you tell us about them. 

 

A12  In May of 2012 I spoke at a meeting of the Directors of  the International Network 

of Peace Museums.  At that time I visited Director Lee Gi-hong at Lee Jun's Memorial 

Hall for Peace to give An Jung-gun's replica calligraphy to them. 

Everything started in October of 2008 when I invited to The Sixth Conference of the 

International Network of Museums for Peace in Kyoto of Japan Mr. Kim Hom-yeon,  

Director, Mr.Lee Hye-gyun, General Manager of the General Affairs Office of An Jung-

gun's Memorial Hall, and Prof. Song Seo-kwon, Director of Kyung-hee University 

Institute for  Japanese Studies. Together we worked on the authentication of An Jung-

gun's works of calligraphy including that of "Independence," and I helped them make 

preparations for the Korean exibition. 

I understand that Mr. An Jung-gun claimed the independence of Lushun, Korea and 

Japan in order to bring peace to the East.  I believe the time has come for the Republic 

of Korea, the People's Democratic Republic of Korea and Japan to work together to 

carry out our role in starting a movement toward permanent pece, having on our side 

the understandings of the three nuclear powers; China, Russia and the United States. 

 

Q13   It is true that only divided nation in the world is the Korean Peninsula, and yet 

an area of discord.  Japan has heavy responsibilities for the division of the Korean 



Peninsula and the dispute.  However, many are afraid that Japan has been enjoying 

the situations of a divided Korea instead of recognizing their own responsibilities. 

Mr. Komatsu, what do you think you can do for the reunification of the Korean 

Peninsula as one of the leaders of Japan?  And what part do should Japan  play?  The 

reason I ask  is that I think these are all core issues to implementoing a "wa 

(peace/harmony) culture" in this area. 

 

A13   Japan has a heavy responsibility due to the circumstances that have proceeded, 

including the division of the Korean Peninsula up to and including the Korean War.  

The three nations, Japan, the Republiic of Korea and the People's Democratic Republic 

of Korea, must make the best use of their characteristics  they hold in common to work 

together to create a new current moving toward world peace-- and do so with the 

understanding and assistance of China, Russia and the United States.  As you know, 

we must do this  before the reunification of thetwo Koreas.  It is the responsibility of us 

all who now live in this region, for the people who died in the history of hardships and 

our own children. 

 

Q14    You have been expressing your own opinions openly for the past twenty years as 

the conscience of Japan, with words and actions, which are against Japanese national 

interests, without fear and hesitation.  I'm afraid that you often are criticized and 

experience some difficulties because of your work.  Can you give us some examples of 

this? 

 

A14   Generally speaking, in this world of globalization, national interests must agree 

with the interests of all mankind as a whole, and with the dignity of every citizen.  

Occasionally I am criticized on the internet, but I have never been hurt physically by 

anybody.  In 2008, on the day before "Takeshima Day," we had a panel discussion with 

a Korean graduate student on the panel who was serving her internship at our 

institute.  Then on February 22 of  2009,  "Takeshima Day,"  we held  a symposium and 

flew all the flags of the countries of the Six Member Conference. 

Many right-wing propaganda vehicles sorrounded the hall but it was protected by the 

police force and some 700 people took part in the meeting safely.  The movie of An 

Jung-gun we showed left a strong impression on the audience.  I was told that our 

audience was larger than that of the official event sponsored by the Prefectural Office 

of Shimane.  The news of the symposium was covered by some newspapers with a 

national circulation and it made their front page. 



In 2010 women played an important role for the symposium titled "World Peace from 

Takeshima/Dokdo and Its Countries--North & South Koreas and Japan."  Our 

institution did not do so much help except that we supported the event.  After a 

performance of dancing and singing given by Koreans in Japan, all the participants 

decided to dance together hand in hand.  There were some suspected to be right-

wingers among them,  but they, too, joined the dancing circle.  Everyone was deeply 

moved by the freshness of the suggestion by the  ladies, and the  experience surely  cast  

light on a future development for our project. 

 

Q15   Taking this opportunity, I'd like to ask you to decribe and explain what kind of 

nation Japan is and what are some of the caracteristics of  the Japanese people. 

 

A15   I would like to reserve my comments on those questions, because I'm afraid they 

might easily cause some misunderstandings. 

 

Q16   Lastly, let me ask you to explain your present business operations. 

 

A16   This time I visited China and Korea in order to help start a movement to build  a 

platform on which world peace can be built, making the best use of the "Yakumo 

Suishin," a cloud computing system which helps control water management.  In Japan, 

6000 facilities of 293 units of government have adopted the systems. 

On June 21 in China, Mr. Kono, our director of the Sales and Planning, accompanied by 

a member of the JICA, visited the Ministry of Water Resauces to discuss the future 

possibilities of  introducing the "Yakumo Suishin" systems in China.  We came to an 

agreement to cooperate with each other and hold a presentation meeting in the near 

future.  It is a field where great development is expected.  This is the 40th anniversary 

of the normalization of diplomatic ties between Japan and China.  In Shandong 

Province of China, the birthplace of the United Front, I am planning to make a bronze 

statue of Sutoh Yahee, a great man in the field of river improvement and the 

inspirational origin of the naming of  "Yakumo Suishin"; Yakumo is his home town and 

"suishin" refers to a water god. 

On June 25 in Korea, Director Kono, Director Yoon of the Board and Director Kim of 

the Marketting Department of Komatsu Korea visited the Water Resauces Corpolation 

and gave some brief explanations to some ten members there about the "Yakumo 

Suishin" system, its history, present situation and future prospects.  Surveillance 

systems of small-scale water facilities in Korea have not been fully equipped yet, and 



those present said they would  study the validity of introducing our system.  We came 

to an agreement to strengthen the ties between us in many fields including the 

personnel exchanges. 

"Monban," an industrial shutter that helps provide safe and clean work environments 

as well as cutting down on energy usage, has quite a successful market in Japan, and 

we established an overseas corperation in 2010 called Komatsu Korea.   Four times we 

have taken part in the exibitions  held in Seoul and Busan.  Those who work for 

industries of automobile, mechanery, electronics, publications, commodity distribution, 

medicine, and foods  got interested in our products.  As a result,   there are now some 

agencies in the areas of Busan and Kyongsong-do who believe in the principles of our 

management. 

The age of cloud computing and smartphone has come.  We are now trying to give birth 

to new business models in addition to "Monban" and "Suishin" businesses to make 

everyone concerned happy by combining innovations in fermented foods, foreign trade 

and other ventures with the help of people in Busan, Kora, and a world of truly "new-

age" citizens. 

 

 (The End) 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


